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Price Electric Cooperative Hosts 80th Annual Meeting Online

Price Electric Cooperative had big plans for its 80th
annual meeting, until the pandemic put a halt to it all.
Yesterday Board Chairman Randy Kunsch joined
Attorney Jessica Shrestha and Price Electric
Cooperative President and CEO William Caynor for a
virtual annual meeting on the Perigon live platform.

Shrestha announced the co-op received a record number of votes (827) in this year’s election. Michael
Atkinson was elected to the District 7 seat; Gerald Luke, running unopposed, was elected to District 8;
and Matt Christianson defeated two challengers to win the District 9 spot.

Kunsch recognized Francis Gwinn for his service to the board. Gwinn stepped down after serving 18

years (2002–2020).

Caynor announced the operating increase of 4 percent that went into effect in 2019 generated $510,000
in the operating margin. There is no increase planned for 2020. The co-op retired $454,000 in capital
credits.

Price Electric Cooperative was incorporated on July 9, 1940, and the first substation was energized in
1942. The co-op served 98 dairy farms in 1998, and that number is only 36 today.

COVID-19 Watch: Continued Optimism

Data related to COVID-19 cases statewide continues to show positive signs of
decline, although other states are experiencing what may be considered a
rebound since social distancing rules were relaxed.

Statewide, the cumulative total is 21,593 confirmed cases* and 671 deaths.
More than two-thirds of the cases are persons who have since recovered.

*Includes persons who have since recovered.
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Meanwhile, a Metropolitan Milwaukee Association Commerce statewide survey says many Wisconsin
residents are returning to normal, everyday activities.

In the survey of 1,000 Wisconsin adults conducted the week after Memorial Day, 87 percent said they are
comfortable going grocery shopping, 69 percent are willing to visit family, and 57 percent feel comfortable
visiting friends.

About half of the respondents said they are willing to go to a salon or work, 41 percent are ready to send
their child to school or eat at a restaurant, 35 percent would go to a mall, and 33 percent are willing to
stay in a hotel.

Only 23 percent say they would go see a movie or fly on a plane, 21 percent would go to a bar, and 19
percent were willing to go to a health club or attend a large sporting event.

Next Round of Broadband Expansion Grants Begins in
September

Governor Tony Evers and Public Service Commission (PSC)
Chairperson Rebecca Cameron Valcq announced key
application dates for the next round of grants available from the
Broadband Expansion Grant Program. The PSC will make
applications available on September 1, 2020, and they will be
due on December 1, 2020. The funding for the grants was

appropriated in the 2019–2021 state biennial budget.

In this grant round, $24 million has been made available to
applicants to help expand high-speed broadband internet to unserved areas of the state. The grant
funding is equal to the 2020 grant round which, at the time, was more funding offered than all the seven
previous rounds combined.

The 2019–2021 biennial budget, which was signed by the Governor Evers last year, provided $48 million

over the biennium for broadband expansion grants. For the 2020 round of funding, the PSC received 143
applications requesting $50.3 million for large and small projects. In March of this year, just prior to
Governor Evers' Safer at Home order, the PSC awarded 72 grants to extend high-speed internet access
to as many as 3,182 businesses and 46,537 homes, including 39,778 locations that are currently
unserved.

Since 2014, 210 grants have been awarded, and have connected or are in the process of connecting over
7,000 businesses and 117,000 homes to high-speed broadband internet service.

Evers Names Members of Blue Ribbon Commission on Rural
Prosperity

Governor Tony Evers this week named the people he has selected to serve on his Blue Ribbon
Commission on Rural Prosperity. Among the members is Gina Tomlinson, former board member of the
Federated Youth Foundation. The governor announced the creation of the commission during his state of
the state speech six months ago. The commission’s goal is to develop long-term strategies on how
Wisconsin can best support the needs of rural communities.

While 97 percent of the state is considered rural by area, several of the members are from metro areas of
Madison, Green Bay, and Eau Claire.

The commission members are:

Bob Atwell, President & CEO, Nicolet National Bank, Green Bay
Thelma Heidel Baker, Owner Bossie Cow Farm, Random Lake
Brittany Beyer, Executive Director, Grow North, Rhinelander
Pamela Boivin, Executive Director and Loan Officer, NiiJii Capital Partners, Inc. (NiiCaP),
Keshena
David Falk, General Manager, ND Paper, Biron
Tom Landgraf, Principal, Dimension Development, LLC, Madison
Rachel Sauvola, Agriscience Teacher, New Richmond High School, New Richmond
Lauren Thompson, Co-President, Wisconsin 4-H Leadership Council, Woodville
Gina Tomlinson, CEO, Cochrane Co-op Telephone Company, Cochrane
Susan Townsley, Clinical Social Worker, Stonehouse Counseling, Viroqua
Jeff Tucker, Vice President of Business Development & Care Innovation, Marshfield Clinic, Eau
Claire
Cheu Vang, Owner, Vang C&C Farms, Jefferson

Return to “normal”
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The commission is expected to hold listening sessions around the state later this summer. The
commission will make recommendations to the governor, who may consider the input when introducing
the state’s next biennial budget early next year.

Comment Period Open for Specialty Utility Plate

The effort to recognize Wisconsin’s utility workers with a new
“Keeping the Lights On” specialty license plate is moving forward.
The group proposing the plate submitted an application to the
Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) Division of Motor
Vehicles (DMV). The application for the “Keeping the Lights On”
license plate is available for review and comment until July 2, 2020.
All objections will be passed to the legislative Transportation
Committees for final decision on the plate’s status. If you support the

proposal, you don’t need to take any action.

The group sponsoring the new license plate followed DMV’s Authorized Special Group license plate
process including submission of the $15,500 licensing fee, and signatures of 500 Wisconsin residents
who intend to purchase the special plate. If the new license plate is authorized, there must be 500 valid
special plate registrations after three years, or DMV will discontinue issuing the plates. The plates will be
available for a one-time fee of $15.

IOUs Consider Rate Hikes Amid Pandemic

Wisconsin’s investor-owned utilities (IOU's) are considering how to move forward with rate hikes as many
customers look to recover from the economic shutdown due to the pandemic.

We Energies, Wisconsin’s largest utility company, has withdrawn a proposal seeking to increase
electricity rates next year to cover rising costs. Madison Gas and Electric says it is negotiating with
customer groups on its plan to raise rates.

In documents filed Friday with the Public Service Commission, We Energies said it would need to collect
an additional $25.6 million in 2021, primarily to cover the rising cost of electricity purchased from the Point
Beach nuclear power plant. The company then withdrew the request for “further review by senior
management” but planned to file a new fuel cost plan soon.

The initial request would have translated to a rate increase of about 0.88 percent on average, and 1.24
percent for large commercial and industrial customers. The PSC previously approved a 2020 rate hike for
about 1.1 million We Energies customers based on fixed expenses and projected fuel costs. About
442,000 WPS customers saw rates go up about 1.6 percent.

Citing the pandemic, Madison-based Alliant Energy last month filed a proposal to freeze rates next year
for some 471,500 Wisconsin customers by using fuel and tax savings as well as company funds that
would be recovered in future years.

Madison Gas and Electric notified regulators Monday that it is negotiating a rate agreement with customer
groups that it plans to file later this year.

Biden: More Needs to be Done on Climate Change

Joe Biden says he will add details to his climate plan and is likely to propose new investments, in what is
likely an effort to appeal to Bernie Sanders supporters. Biden said possible areas to build on include
investing in clean energy technologies and policies that prevent minority communities from being
disproportionately hurt by pollution and waste storage. He and Sanders put together a climate task force
which began meeting last week.

Biden named John Kerry, who helped negotiate the Paris climate agreement, and New York Rep.
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, who has proposed weaning the United States off fossil fuels with a plan
known as the Green New Deal, to lead his climate task force. He says he will add new climate proposals
but wouldn’t ban fracking, which is a top target of environmental activists.

Republicans are already posturing with the message that “Energy jobs will be dead” if Biden is elected.

4 06/11/2020



Do you have a news item you would like to see included in Condenser? Please don't hesitate to
send any suggestions, feedback, or general thoughts to Julie Lund, Director of News and
Communication at julie@weca.coop.

Visit Our Website

View Condenser Archives

Prefer to read Condenser in your browser? Click View as Webpage
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